
	
	

	
President’s	Report	

	
At	long	last	the	roofing	and	drainage	project	has	
been	 finalised.	 We	 have	 had	 some	 rain	 and	
things	 look	promising	as	we	have	had	no	water	
enter	 the	 building.	 I	 would	 like	 to	 thank	
members	for	their	patience	during	this	very	big	
undertaking.	 Again	 I	 would	 like	 to	 thank	 Chris	
for	 the	 outstanding	 job	 he	 did	 in	 coordinating	
activities	to	keep	disruptions	to	club	activities	to	
a	minimum.	
	
Our	 graded	 teams	 Congress	 is	 this	 coming	
Sunday	 22	 July.	We	 are	 in	 great	 need	 of	more	
kitchen	 volunteers	 for	 the	 day.	 If	 you	 could	

spare	a	couple	of	hours	and	help	the	club	out	it	
would	be	greatly	appreciated.	
	
Congratulations	 to	 Geoff	 Toon	 and	 Ewa	
Kowalczyk	 who	 won	 this	 month's	 red	 point	
event	 which	 was	 held	 over	 the	 last	 two	
Saturdays.	
	
My	playing	partner	Barry	Usher	 is	having	 some	
health	issues	at	the	moment.	We	all	wish	you	a	
speedy	recovery	Barry	and	hope	to	see	you	back	
at	the	club	soon.	

Peter
	
	

Chris’s	Administrator’s	Corner	
	

Removal	of	the	Bins	from	the	Tables	
Three	 years	 ago	 a	 recycling	 system	 was	
introduced	 at	 BBC	 with	 a	 recycling	 bin	 and	 a	
rubbish	bin	at	each	table.	
The	committee	has	agreed	to	a	change	with	the	
removal	 of	 both	 the	 recycling	 and	 rubbish	bins	
from	the	tables.		
The	 main	 reasons	 for	 the	 removal	 of	 the	 bins	
from	the	tables	include	…	
• Rubbish	 /	 Recycling	 were	 going	 into	 the	

wrong	bins	at	some	of	the	tables	
• Some	 bins	 at	 each	 table	 were	 not	 being	

emptied	after	each	session	

Players	 at	 each	 table	 are	 asked	 to	 stack	 their	
bidding	slips	on	the	side	table	and	place	them	

in	the	recycling	bin	near	the	kitchen	at	the	end	
of	the	session.	

Each	player	is	to	look	after	the	disposal	of	their	
own	rubbish	by	placing	it	in	the	appropriate	bin	
near	the	kitchen.	

Thank	 you	 to	 members	 for	 supporting	 this	
change.	
	
August	Red	Point	Sessions	
Our	next	red	point	sessions	are	Tuesday	21	&	28	
August	@	 9.30	 am.	 	 To	 qualify	 for	 the	 overall,	
you	 need	 to	 play	 both	 weeks	 with	 the	 same	
partner.	 	Members	pay	 the	usual	$7	or	coupon	
and	visitors	pay	$9.	



Masterpoint	Promotions	
	
Congratulations	to	the	following	members	who	
have	received	a	masterpoint	promotion.	
	

• Natasha	Thomas	-	*National	
• May	Waddell	-	*Regional	
• Colleen	Williams	-	*Regional	
• Patricia	Daly	-	**Local	
• Archie	Smith	-	**Local	
• Rod	Wilson	-	**	Local	

	

• Christie	Campbell	-	*Local	
• Di	Kruse	-	*Local	
• Denis	Rylands	-	*Local	
• Barry	Winning	-	*Local	
• Bernadette	Dwyer	-	Local	
• Jan	Waters	-	Local	
• Christina	Murray	-	Club	
• Paul	Murray	-	Club	
• Muriel	Baker	-	Graduate	

	
Chris	Larter	

Directors’	Corner	
	

IS	PARTNER	INVITING	TO	GAME	OR	JUST	
COMPETING?	
	
Consider	these	bidding	sequences:	
	
Sequence	1:	
	

Opp1	 You	 Opp2	 Partner	
1S	 2H	 2S	 3H	
P	 ?	

	
Sequence	2:	
	

Opp1	 You	 Opp2	 Partner	
1S	 X	 2S	 3H	
P	 ?	

	
Sequence	3:	
	

Opp1	 You	 Opp2	 Partner	
P	 1H	 1S	 2H	
2S	 3H	 P	 ?	

	
In	each	case	look	at	the	3H	bid	and	ask	whether	
it	 is	 inviting	 to	 4H	or	 just	 competing	 to	 3H.	 	 In	
basic	bridge,	 the	3H	 in	all	 the	above	sequences	
would	 be	 inviting	 to	 game.	 	 But	 how	 do	 you	
then	 just	 compete?	 	 This	 is	 a	 real	 problem	 in	
matchpoint/duplicate	 scoring	 –	 the	 opponent’s	
2S	could	easily	make	for	-110	or	-140	while	a	3H	
contract	our	way	could	make	for	+140	or	only	go	

down	one	or	 two	 for	 -50	or	 -100	and	give	us	a	
better	score.	
	
But	 if	 we	 decide	 all	 the	 above	 3H	 bids	 should	
just	 be	 competing,	 then,	 for	 example,	 on	 the	
first	 sequence	an	opponent	could	have	opened	
1S	 on	 10	 points	 and	 a	 six	 card	 suit,	 and	 his	
partner	 raised	him	on	 3	 points	 and	 a	 singleton	
heart.		We	have	27	points	between	us	and	might	
miss	game.	
	
The	solution	lies	in	a	neat	little	gadget	called	the	
good/bad	2NT.	 	 Immediate	3	 level	bids	such	as	
the	3H	bids	in	the	above	examples	are	all	invites	
to	4H.		If	you	want	to	compete	instead,	in	place	
of	 3H	 you	 bid	 2NT.	 	 This	 says	 to	 partner,	 I	 am	
about	 6-9	 and	 I	 want	 you	 to	 bid	 3C	 and	 then	
pass	what	I	do	next.	
	
So	sequence	1	becomes:	
	

Opp1	 You	 Opp2	 Partner	
1S	 2H	 2S	 2NT	
P	 3C	 P	 3H	
P	 P	 P	

	
Sequence	2	becomes:	
	

Opp1	 You	 Opp2	 Partner	
1S	 X	 2S	 2NT	
P	 3C	 P	 3H	
P	 P	 P	



But,	 I	hear	you	complain,	how	do	 I	know	when	
2NT	 is	 the	 good/bad	 2NT	 and	when	 it	 is	 just	 a	
plain	old	invite	to	3NT?		There	are	a	number	of	
rule	systems	you	can	use,	but	the	one	I	prefer	is:	
	
A	2NT	bid	is	good/bad	if:	
	

1. 	BOTH	opponents	have	bid	and	
2. At	 least	 one	 of	 partner	 or	 I	 have	 done	

something	 (opened,	 takeout	 doubled	 or	
overcalled).	

	
So:	
	

Opp1	 You	 Opp2	 Partner	
P	 1S	 2H	 2NT	

	
This	 is	 an	 ordinary	 invite	 to	 3NT	 –	 only	 one	
opponent	has	bid.	
	

Opp1	 You	 Opp2	 Partner	
1S	 P	 2H	 2NT	

	
This	 is	 the	unusual	2NT	 for	 the	minors.	 	 It	 isn’t	
good/bad	because	you	haven’t	done	anything.	
	

Opp1	 You	 Opp2	 Partner	
	 	 1C	 P	 1D	

1H	 1S	 2H	 2NT	
	
This	 is	 good/bad	 as	 both	 opponents	 have	 bid	
and	at	least	one	of	us	(in	fact	both)	have	taken		

action.	 	 You	 should	 now	 bid	 3C	 and	 pass	
whatever	suit	partner	wants	to	compete	in.		
	 	

Opp1	 You	 Opp2	 Partner	
	 	 1C	 P	 1D	

1H	 1S	 2H	 3D	
	
I	 actually	 faced	 this	 sequence	 in	 a	 matchpoint	
pairs	congress	a	number	of	years	ago.		I	couldn’t	
tell	if	partner	was	just	competing	or	was	inviting	
to	game.		I	decided	to	bid	3NT	with	a	maximum,	
got	 doubled	 and	went	 horribly	 down.	 	 Partner	
had	a	6	count	and	a	6	card	diamond	suit	and	just	
wanted	to	compete.		It	inspired	me	in	a	pointed	
way	to	introduce	the	good/bad	2NT.		Playing	the	
good/bad	2NT,	the	above	sequence	would	be	an	
invite	 to	 3NT	 as	 partner	 could	 have	 bid	 2NT	
good/bad	but	elected	to	bid	a	suit	at	the	3	level	
immediately.	
	
But,	 I	 hear	 you	 complain	 again,	 what	 if	 you	
actually	want	to	invite	to	3NT	with	a	2NT	bid	but	
now	can’t	because	of	the	good/bad	2NT?		I	have	
been	 playing	 good/bad	 2NT	 for	 about	 7	 years	
now,	 and	 I’ve	 only	 been	 jammed	 in	 this	 way	
twice	 and	had	 to	 take	a	 guess.	 	 Conversely,	 I’d	
use	 good/bad	 2NT	 on	 average	 about	 twice	 a	
session	 to	 make	 the	 bidding	 crystal	 clear	 for	
both	 partner	 and	 me.	 	 Usually	 you	 can	 get	
around	 the	 problem	 by	 bidding	 a	 suit	
immediately	at	the	3	level	which	gets	the	invite	
message	over	to	partner.	
	

Peter	Evans	
	
	 	

SLOW	PLAY	
	
Something	that	players	find	frustrating	is	sitting	
behind	a	slow	table	or	following	a	slow	pair.	
	
BBC,	 like	 most	 Brisbane	 Bridge	 clubs,	 allows	 6	
minutes	 to	 play	 each	 board	 plus	 a	 one	minute	
changeover	 time	 at	 the	 end	 of	 each	 round.		
Therefore	 for	 3	 board	 rounds	 the	 Director	 will	
set	 the	 timer	 for	19	minutes	 (18	+	1)	and	 for	4	
board	rounds	the	time	will	be	set	to	25	minutes		

(24	+	1).		This	should	be	plenty	of	time.		Players	
sitting	north	can	see	the	clock	and	should	keep	
an	eye	on	the	time	and	hurry	the	table	along	if	
falling	 behind	 time.	 When	 there	 is	 only	 6	
minutes	 remaining	 players	 should	 be	 on	 their	
last	board.			
	
Have	you	noticed	the	warnings	the	clock	sounds	
as	the	time	winds	down?		When	the	clock	shows	
2	 minutes	 a	 warning	 buzzer	 sounds.	 	 If	 you	
haven't	 started	 bidding	 on	 your	 last	 board	 at	



this	time	you	don't	have	enough	time	to	bid	and	
play	 this	board	and	 should	 call	 the	Director	 for	
an	 average.	 	 At	 the	 end	 of	 the	 2	 minutes	 the	
clock	 counts	 down	 the	one	minute	 changeover	
time	 second	 by	 second	 and	 then	 buzzes.	 	 You	
should	be	moving	to	the	next	table	at	this	time.		
If	 you	 haven't	 started	 playing	 the	 last	 board	
when	this	final	buzzer	sounds	you	must	call	the	
Director	for	an	average.	It's	unfair	to	the	players	
following	 behind	 to	 keep	 them	 waiting	 and	
reduce	 the	 time	 available	 for	 them	 to	 play	 the	
next	round.	
	
There	 are	 a	 number	 of	 suggestions	 for	
preventing	slow	play.	
Ø Do	not	have	long	discussions	with	partner	at	

the	 end	 of	 each	 board.	 	 Make	 a	 note	 and	
discuss	with	partner	later.	

Ø If	you	are	on	lead,	select	your	lead	and	face	
the	lead	before	writing	the	contract	on	your	
personal	 score	 sheet	 or	 entering	 the	
contract	on	the	bridgemate.		You	can	do	this	
while	dummy	is	going	down.	

Ø Do	not	talk	about	the	results	at	other	tables.	
If	 too	 much	 time	 is	 wasted	 checking	 the	
other	 scores,	 the	 Director	 may	 decide	 to	
turn	off	this	function	on	the	brigemates.	

Ø Do	 not	 read	 out	 all	 the	 scores	 on	 the	
bridgemates.	Players	can	read	these	quickly	
for	themselves	if	the	bridgemate	is	placed	in	
the	centre	of	the	table.	

Ø If	you	can	claim,	then	do	so,	but	make	sure	
you	clearly	state	your	line	of	play.	

Ø If	 your	 table	 is	 slow,	 move	 as	 quickly	 as	
possible,	 without	 discussion,	 to	 the	 next	
table.	

Ø Do	not	make	a	tea	or	coffee	between	rounds	
if	you	haven't	time.	

	
If	you	are	following	a	slow	pair	or	sitting	behind	
a	slow	table	every	round,	call	the	Director.	For	a	
pair	persistently	slow	the	Director	may	penalize	
by	awarding	an	average	minus	(40%)	
	
	

Julie	Jeffries
	
	

And	now	for	a	couple	of	very	welcome	contributions	from	members	Inta,	Louisa	and	Andrew	
	

A	Bridge	Not	Too	Far	
	
Following	the	mantra	of	“Go	west	young	man”,	
we	four	middle	aged	bridge	ladies	headed	west	
to	 the	 Goondiwindi	 Congress	 on	 the	week-end	
of	23/24	June.	Upon	checking	in	at	our	lodgings	
we	were	asked	if	we	were	there	for	the	netball,	
presumably	 as	 spectators	 rather	 than	
participants.	
So	it	was	a	happening	week-end	in	Goondiwindi	
–	 netball	 and	 bridge	 tournaments	 all	 at	 the	
same	time!	
Bev	Ranson	and	I,	together	with	Sandra	Mulcahy	
and	 Lorraine	Millard	 of	 Toowong	made	 up	 the	
Brisbane	contingent	of	the	40	pair	competition.	
In	a	 room	 littered	with	 life	members	of	various	
metallic	hues	 (bronze,	silver	and	gold)	 together	
with	even	more	National	and	State	Masters,	Bev		
and	 I	 knew	 that	we	were	 punching	way	 above	
our	weight.	

Unlike	 Jeff	 Horn,	 we	 emerged	 battered	 and	
bruised	 after	 each	 match	 but	 persevered	 and	
were	 pleased	 with	 our	 final	 place	 of	 23	 after	
starting	 at	 34.	We	 even	 earned	 bragging	 rights	
and	two	bottles	of	wine	after	winning	the	third	
session	with	 a	 score	 of	 80%	 in	 one	match.	We	
absolutely	 refute	 that	 this	 result,	 in	 an	 after	
dinner	 match,	 was	 related	 to	 the	 amount	 of	
wine	our	opponents	consumed	with	dinner.	
Our	opposition	all	hailed	from	the	country	so	 it	
was	 interesting	 to	 chat	with	 the	bridge	players	
of	 not	 only	 Goondiwindi	 but	 also	 Stanthorpe,	
Toowoomba,	 Dalby	 and	 Glen	 Innes.	 It	 was	 a	
delightful	 week-end	 where	 we	 were	 made	 to	
feel	most	welcome.	And	the	shopping	is	good	as	
well.	We	recommend	 it	highly	and	suggest	that	
more	 BBC	 members	 consider	 entering	 this	
congress	next	year.	
	

Inta	Devine



Serendipity	
	
In	a	Saturday	session	we	came	across	this	hand:	
Dealer	E;	N-S	vulnerable	
	

♠	Q	
♥	K	9	5	
♦	K	Q	J	7	6	4	3	
♣	A	6	

Me	 	 	 	 Partner	
♠	J	 	 	 	 ♠	A	10	9	8	5	3	
♥	8	7	4	3		 	 	 ♥	Q	J	2	
♦	A	10	8	 	 	 ♦	9	5	2	
♣	K	10	8	5	2	 	 	 ♣	J	

♠	K	7	6	4	2	
♥	A	10	6	

	 	 ♦	-	
	 	 ♣	Q	9	7	4	3	
	
My	 partner	 E	 opened	 2D	 (2-way	 multi-twos	
showing	 weak	 6	 spades	 or	 6	 hearts,	 or	 strong	
21-22	HCPs	balanced).		
	
	
	
	

	
South	overcalled	2S.		I	honestly	believed	that	my	
partner	must	be	having	6	hearts.	Therefore	I	bid	
4H	 to	 block	 opponent's	 bid.	 Both	 opponents	
also	believed	 that	 the	 4H	bid	was	 genuine.	My	
partner	did	her	best	by	not	saving	me	with	 the	
4S	bid,	and	also	by	keeping	a	poker	 face.	So	all	
passed	and	4HW	was	the	contract.	
	
When	 I	 saw	my	 partner's	 hand	 I	 couldn't	 help	
but	 cursing	 the	 multi-twos	 for	 causing	 yet	
another	bidding	disaster	as	it	has	done	before.	I	
managed	 to	 make	 7	 tricks	 -	 3	 down.	 My	
opponents	were	 smiling	 all	 the	way	when	 they	
won	trick	after	trick	by	cross-ruffing	spades	and	
diamonds.	 But	 their	 joy	 was	 short-lived	 when	
they	 saw	 that	 other	 N/S’s	 were	 better	 off	
making		3NT		via	'normal'	bidding.	
	
We	 felt	 a	 bit	 guilty	 for	 this	 honest	 lie,	 though	
this	 experience	 has	 also	 kept	 our	 faith	 in	 the	
multi-twos	system.	

	
Louisa	and	Andrew	

	
I	

									
						
	
	

Lynne:	“Richard	I’ve	told	you	time	and	time	again,	count	the	cards,	watch	their	discards,	you	had	a	
simple	triple	squeeze	on	there	and	you	just	missed	it”.	

	
	
	
	
	



Heard	at	the	Bridge	Table	
	

Thanks	to	modern	bidding,	many	pairs	have	no	difficulty	reaching	their	19-point	game.	The	difficulty,	of	
course,	will	come	in	the	play.	
	
What	is	the	difference	between	partnering	the	Devil	and	partnering	your	wife?	
The	Devil	shuts	up	after	you	admit	your	mistake.	
	
Man	who	plays	Bridge	once	a	week	is	sociable.	Man	who	plays	4	times	a	week	is	competitive.	Man	who	
plays	every	day	has	no	life.		

	
There	is	more	to	life	than	Bridge,	but	not	much	more.	

	
Bridge	is	a	game	invented	by	God	to	punish	people	who	retire	early.	

	
He	is	an	excellent	declarer	and	can	always	make	one	trick	more	than	others.	Unfortunately,	he	bids	two	
levels	too	high	
	
Bozone	(n.):	The	substance	surrounding	bridge	players	that	stops	bright	ideas	from	penetrating.	Unlike	
the	Ozone	layer,	the	Bozone	layer	shows	no	sign	of	weakening.	

	
	

Editorial	
	

Hello	fellow	Bridge	players	–	I	am	about	to	depart	to	England	and	Norway	for	the	whole	of	August	and	
responsibility	for	next	month’s	newsletter	will	fall	to	Elaine.	For	this	reason	I	would	be	most	grateful	if	
members	could	contribute	anything	of	interest,	a	la	Inta,	Louisa	and	Andrew,	and	either	see	Elaine	or	
email	to	the	address	below.	Thank	you,	Arne.	

	
Endgame	

	

	
	

	
Please	send	all	material	for	future	newsletters	to	the	Editor,	Arne	Jonsberg,	via	email	at	
arnejuser2@bigpond.com,	or	contact	Arne	by	phone	at	3342-0105.	Current	and	past	newsletters	
available	for	viewing	and	download	on	BBC’s	web-site:	www.bbc.bridgeaustralia.org	


